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Weekend Wonderings     
Every week we will explore media 
designed to provoke thoughts and 
promote conversations about current 
ideas and issues in public education; in 
our school, our board and beyond.  
Please click on the image below:
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 Welcome World!  

 As the sun dawned on the start of the school year our school yard filled with families; excited, anxious and 
happy faces clustered and spread out across our tarmac as students, staff and parents reconnected after the 
summer break. September...back to school...back to our CPS community of learners. Fall is a season of change 
and we at CPS are not immune to this reality. Along with the refurbished sidewalk and rear field area we also 
welcomed new students and families into our community.  In our first day of school community assembly I 
shared with our students the reality that our school is home to children from every part of the world; with 
families that represent 29 different linguistic groups- one of the highest rates of diversity in our district. For 
some of our long-time community members this may be a surprise- but as one walks our halls, peeks into our 
classrooms one can see faces and voices that truly span the globe. What a great time at CPS!
This year, at our welcome assembly we read Kobi Yamada’s story What Do You Do With an Idea to prompt our 
students to nurture their ideas and use them to change the world- in small and big ways. This year you will see 
our staff set an example in this area as we support them to try new approaches and tools, foster their own 
curiosity and that of their students and challenge themselves to explore new ideas. You may notice these 
changes and wonder-perhaps even worry about them- this is a natural response to change. It is important to 
remember that schools are incubators for change and always will be; the nature of childhood development 
and growth requires that schools constantly respond to change and new ideas. Our goal is to keep you 
informed while we strive to ensure that every family feels welcome and connected. Whether it is at school 
events, on our website and blogs, Twitter or this newsletter- we welcome all to our community of learners. 
Brian Harrison- Principal                     Christine Smith- Vice Principal           

American Human rights advocate Bryan 
Stevenson’s provocative TED talk on 
identity, culture and systemic racism.

http://clearmeadow.ps.yrdsb.ca
https://twitter.com/clearmeadowps
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18570357-what-do-you-do-with-an-idea
https://eji.org/bryan-stevenson
https://eji.org/bryan-stevenson
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2tOp7OxyQ8


Mon. Sept. 11th
Day 5

Grade 8 Volleyball Club @ 8:15
Cross Country @ 3:30

Tues. Sept. 12th 
Day 1

Grade 8 Volleyball Club @ 8:15

Wed. Sept. 13h 
Day 2

Grade 8 Cold Creek Centre Trip
Cross Country @ 3:30

Thurs. Sept. 14th 
Day 3

Grade 8 Volleyball Club @ 8:15
Cross Country @ 3:30

Fri. Sept. 15th
Day 4

Grade 8 Volleyball Club @ 8:15
Cross Country @ 3:30

The week ahead...
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Clearmeadow Public School...

Principal: brian.harrison@yrdsb.ca  vp:christine.smith@yrdsb.ca
Superintendent: shawn.bredin@yrdsb.ca ph. 905-895-5155
trustee: martin.vanbeek@yrdsb.ca   ph. 905-830-6776

Community Corner...

School Organization...We have welcomed a 
large number of new families and students over 
the past week and are thrilled that they have 
joined our school community. Please note that 
our current enrollment may impact our existing 
classroom organization as we work with our 
school board staff to ensure we are in 
compliance with Ministry of Education primary 
class size requirements. 
School Cash Online...A reminder to families new 
to our community that Clearmeadow uses a 
board-provided web-based payment system 
called Cash Online to process all school-related 
transactions (field trips, pizza sales). Click here 
to access or set up your account. Please contact 
our office if you require any support registering.
School Council…all parents are welcome and 
invited to serve on our School Council. 
Nomination forms have been sent home in our 
School Start-Up Package. Our first School 
Council meeting is Tues. Sept. 26th.
Director of Education Selection...parent and 
community input is invited into the selection 
process of our new Director. Please click here to 
access the online feedback form.

Quick Hits…

 -Welcome the following additions to our 
CPS team. Teachers Jennifer(FDK) and 
Melissa Johnston (Primary Prep) joined us 
over the summer.

-The 2017-18 School Information Package 
was sent home along with student 
agendas this week. Please review the 
package, share the key points with your 
child and return all consent forms as soon 
as possible. 

-Please remember to use our Kiss’n’Ride 
area (rather than our Bus Loop) for 
student pick up and drop off and avoid 
engine idling. With over 700 students and 
staff; the morning drop off and afternoon 
pick up can be busy. We ask that you help 
keep all our students (and your children) 
safe and healthy by driving carefully, 
respecting the role of our school Crossing 
Guard Harvey, and observing our school 
pickup/drop off routines.

-Lunch Lady accepts online orders; please 
find the link here: www.thelunchlady.ca. 

http://clearmeadow.ps.yrdsb.ca
https://twitter.com/clearmeadowps
mailto:brian.harrison@yrdsb.ca
mailto:christine.smith@yrdsb.ca
mailto:shawn.bredin@yrdsb.ca
mailto:martin.vanbeek@yrdsb.ca
https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YRDSBDirector
http://thelunchlady.ca/school/?oid=0AEB4C3B-2B23-440F-A88B-F790D647D389


Greetings from Our Trustee…

 As we begin the 2017-2018 school year, I want to take this opportunity to welcome all of our new and returning students and families. This 

is an exciting time of year and I hope you are starting this new school year as trustees are - with optimism and a commitment to working 

together to continue advancing student achievement and well-being.

Essential to that commitment is working together with staff members, families and communities to ensure our schools provide an 

environment that is safe, welcoming and inclusive. This takes on increasing importance given recent local and global events. We take pride 

in the diversity of our communities and will continue striving to uphold the values of equity and inclusivity in our system.Trustees have had a 

busy summer, welcoming our new Human Rights Commissioner and beginning the process for selecting a new Director of Education as we 

continue to move forward implementing the Minister’s Directions.  

An important part of the director selection process includes collecting input from students, staff, families and community members - input 

that will be used to shape the job description, interview questions and more. I encourage everyone to share their thoughts through the 

survey available in September. We will continue to keep you updated as this work progresses.

Our schools are stronger when we work in collaboration with families and communities. Partnerships with parents and families are essential 

to achieving the goals we have for our students, and I hope that you will find opportunities to get engaged with the school and your child’s 

learning this year.  

I wish you all the best for the upcoming school year.

Trustee Martin Van Beek

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-appoints-Human-Rights-Commissioner.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Ministers-Directions-to-the-YRDSB.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx


September @ Clearmeadow P.S.
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Eid-ul-Adha

2

3 4         Labour Day 5                  Day 1
First Day of School

6                   Day 2 7                     Day  3 8                   Day  4 9

10 11                Day 5
School Information 
Package Student Forms 
due date

12                 Day  1 13                 Day 2 14                 Day 3 15                Day 4  16

17 18                 Day 5
School Nomination Forms 
due

19                 Day 1 20                   Day 2 21                 Day 3
Rosh Hashanah

22                 Day 4
Rosh Hashanah

23

24 25                Day 0
PA Day

26                 Day 5
York Region Safety Week
School Council Council 
Meeting @ 6:30

27                 Day 1 28                 Day 2 29                 Day 3 30
Yom Kippur


